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The Design Process 

I am passionate about design and passionate about gardens and my aim 
is to create beautiful and atmospheric outdoor living spaces that reflect 
your personal style and practical needs. At the same time I keep a well-
trained designers eye on the architecture of the building and the 
surrounding environment. I can often use these influences to inform the 
whole design process, helping the final scheme to sit more comfortably 
into the wider landscape environment. 

I created a wide range of gardens from contemporary to traditional, from small courtyards to 
larger gardens in Winchester, across Hampshire out to other areas of the South East, 
London and beyond. At all times I endeavour to pay close attention to detail in order to 
meet my client's expectations, the key issue is that you should be able to make the most of 
your outdoor living space. It should be a beautiful space for you, your family and friends to 
relax in and enjoy. 

I believe that a garden should: 
 

• reflect the taste and needs of its owner 
• mirror and complement the internal and external environment 
• be simple, stylish and have a strong 'backbone' 
• add emotional if not economic value to a client’s property 

 

Here's how the design process works. 

Step 1: Initial Consultation Meeting  

The aim of the initial consultation meeting is for me to listen and together discuss ideas for 

the new design of your garden. During the meeting I will show you my portfolio with images 

of different designs, textures and planting styles that may appeal to you or simple spark 

ideas. 

I can assess the possibilities and limitations of the site, considering the views, aspect, 
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levels, access and micro-climate. Following the meeting I will draw up a brief for the design 

of the garden together with a commission document that outlines the services you can 

expect from me, and the likely fees involved. 

Step 2: A detailed Site Survey  

A site survey and analysis is essential to produce a scaled plan of your garden and to 

record all of the relevant information required to put together a carefully considered design. 

The survey and site analysis consists of: 

Measuring the site, building(s), access points, windows and ground levels. 
Noting the particular characteristics of the entrance area: the setting, the soil type, 
drainage, aspect, views, existing plants, drains and manhole covers, local building 
materials and styles. Assessing whether any views could be enhanced or obscured. 
Photographing and sketching the site. 
 
If the site is complex or problematic I may recommend that a firm of surveyors undertake 
this aspect of the work to ensure the survey is undertaken in the shortest possible time and 
that the data is of the highest possible quality. 

 
 

Step 3 : Presentation Plan  

The Presentation Plan is a 2D scaled drawing of the proposed layout for your garden, 

showing areas of hard landscaping, planting and features. The design will combine the 

aesthetic and practical considerations outlined in the brief to enhance enjoyment of your 

outside space. 

At this stage there is always plenty of opportunity for client input. An exchange of ideas is 

an essential part of the design process so that tweaks and adjustments can be made at an 

early stage, prior to drawing up a final Master Plan in readiness for the construction of the 

agreed finished design. 

Step 4 : Technical Drawings & tendering  

Construction drawings 

Even for small garden designs I will often recommend that construction drawings and a 

specification document be prepared to ensure that the built scheme is executed as 

intended. This provides an invaluable blueprint for the contractors to follow and will ensure 

piece of mind from start to finish. 

Tender documents  
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If you would like to obtain comparable quotes from three reputable landscape companies to 
carry out the construction of the garden. I will be happy to prepare a tendering pack to send 
out to prospective contractors. I'll also help manage and oversee this process on your 
behalf. 

Step 5 : Planting Plans and Planting   

A key part of an new garden is the planting and a great deal of thought can be put in to 

developing a style of planting that complements the design of the outside space and fulfils 

your own personal likes and dislikes. Particular attention must be paid to the local 

environment, aspect, exposure, soil conditions and so on. 

Planting can be used to create focal points, enhance views or screen unsightly eyesore. 

Plants help to provide texture, structure and colour as well as providing seasonal and all 

year interest. 

A 2D planting plan will be prepared which will show the exact position of each plant, its 

species and cultivar name as well as the number and size required. This ensures that plants 

are located in positions to which they are best suited. 

Plant sourcing and installation  

You can source plants yourself but , if you prefer, I'm happy to select plants on your behalf 
from a number of high quality specialist nurseries, and I'll even plant them for you. If I do 
supply and install the plants for you I'll even provide a one year guarantee* on all trees and 
shrubs specified, supplied and installed by me. 

I can source or commission any pots, sculptures, water features or outdoor furniture that 
you may desire. 

* Guarantees on extra large specimens or mature items will be subject to agreement. 

Step 6 : Construction   

I don't undertake the construction work myself but work closely with one of a number of tried 

and tested teams of professional landscapers, lighting and irrigation specialists who will 

provide quotes for the construction of the garden based on information supplied within the 

finished set of drawings and the specification documentation I’ll supply them with. 

Step 7 : Ongoing project monitoring   

Once the construction phase in under way I can monitor the progress of the work on site 

from start to finish to ensure the landscapers and other professionals properly implement 

the design of your garden. 
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If required I can work as project manager to provide a seamless channel of communication 

between the contractors and you, the client. 

 

Current Design Fees: £45.00 per hour 

Once I have a clear understanding of the work involved I will provide you with a clear 

indication of the likely fees for a project prior to commencement.  

In some instances it is more appropriate to charge fees as a percentage of the overall 

project cost, in which case design fees are usually charged at between 10 – 15% of the 

overall project cost. 

 

Why Use a Professional Garden Designer 

Only fully qualified Registered Members MSGD and FSGD of the society are listed on the Society of 

Garden Designers website. Members are required to abide by the Code of Professional Conduct and 

Good Practice, a statement of principles designed to protect the interests of client and Member alike. 

 

Registered Members MSGD and FSGD have passed the SGD accreditation and appraisal process.   

They are experienced designers who are trained to draw on skills that include: 

 

• Sound horticultural knowledge 

• An understanding of ecology, conservation and maintenance 

• An ability to analyse the garden 

• To effectively interpret the hopes and wishes of the client 

• Visual and spatial skills 

• Imaginative and creative impulse to transform and unify a site, from the smallest private enclave to the 

most public open space. 

  

Services offered: 

All registered members can provide a professional design service and in addition some may offer 
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specialist skills. They can advise on: 

 

• Complete garden designs 

• Cost estimates for agreed work 

• Planting design 

• Hard landscape design 

• Specialist elements such as water features, lighting, and garden furniture 

• Obtaining tender prices for works, nominating contractors and monitoring all works to completion 

• Maintenance schedule and advice 

• Other specific skills may include historic garden restoration, public spaces or school grounds. 

 

  

 

  


