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Chris Prior Garden Design 
Services and fees 
 
 

Garden design services 
The information below gives an overview of the typical type of services package one 

would expect to receive for most garden design projects undertaken by me. I normally 

undertake an initial on site consultation to assess requirements, to meet the client and 

assess their requirements prior to providing them with a written brief – as I interpret it – 

and an assessment of the likely fees that might be incurred on the project.  

 

Initial Consultation -  A site visit to discuss your requirements, and inspect the site.   The 

project brief and design estimate are then drawn up and sent to the client for approval. 

Design Proposals -  After the design proposals are accepted, the garden is surveyed, 

and initial proposals drawn up for discussion. Alterations will be made as a result of 

these discussions before the final proposal is presented. 

Details  - Construction and Setting Out drawings, may be required together with planting 

plans, prior to construction. 

Construction -  Tendering, Contract documents, Project management. 

Planting -  By sourcing plants from UK and European suppliers AWGD ensure the best 

plant quality and Cultivars/varieties are used. AWGD are hands on during the planting 

process. 

After Care   - Annual or six monthly visits are encouraged to check on the development 

of the garden. 
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Other services  
I am often asked to provide specific services for existing customers, established gardens or for 

new schemes in development, which are not currently, ready for immediate construction. 

Typically the services I’m most often asked to provide are related to the development of 

landscape development plans for new builds or larger developments. This could be anything 

from submitting plans for a new greenhouse to redeveloping detailed landscape plans including 

planting and maintenance schedules for new developments or detailed submissions for the 

development of new garden schemes that include listed structures or TPOs (Tree preservation 

orders). 

 

Detailed surveys of your garden 

Working on my own or with a surveyor I can prepare landscaping and topographical 

surveys to aid development of a detailed design scheme and to accompany planning 

applications.  

 

Reports on your garden 

I’m able to produce garden reports designed to help you with existing planting, provide 

you with technical information, and assist with any contractual issues. This may 

sometimes include the preparation of Tree Reports for planning purposes or where 

there may be tree preservation orders in place. In such cases I often work with an 

Arboricultural Consultant to ensure a smoother passage through the planning process. 

 

Visits to specialist nurseries 

to help locate specific plants 

 

An aftercare service package 

for your plants, lawn and hardscaped areas - to get the most out of your garden 

 

CAD drawings 

I can supply CAD drawings using Vectorworks, supplied as .dwg files to incorporate in 

architect schemes and help develop 3d visualizations for presentation and planning 

purposes 

 

Planting Plans 

Based on extensive plant knowledge about garden pants and what will work where. I 

can develop detailed planting plants, schedules and maintenance programs for 

Development projects and private individuals 

 

Soil analysis and interpretation 

I can produce basic soil analysis information for private garden projects or will organize 
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more detailed Soil analysis and interpretation if required. This will depend on the site 

and requirements of the project. Unfortunately I can’t give assessments of land 

contamination  

 

Aftercare advice and maintenance schedules 

I do offer a limited aftercare and maintenance service myself and can arrange to make 

regular site visits to give general maintenance advice, particularly in the early years of a 

new garden. I can also provide information of local companies who can provide regular 

garden maintenance services. If required I can produce a detailed maintenance 

schedule for any scheme whether this is simply for peace of mind or for the more 

practical requirements of a planning application. 

 

 

Fees are calculated on a project basis.  
If I’m working on a garden design project it is normal to expect that design fees will amount to 

approx 8-10% of the overall landscape project cost. When it comes to gardens people don’t 

always set firm budgets or the project too small for this system to apply, in these cases I’ll 

undertake an initial consultation and assess the likely cost and provide a written estimate of 

fees. 

 

Current design fees are £45.00 per hour plus expenses and travel where applicable 

 

Individual reports and other ancillary services are charged at £45.00 per hour plus expenses 

and travel where applicable. 

 

 

 

 

 


